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THE TRINITY OF THERAPY. 


By Thos. Osmond Si'mmkrs, M.A., M.D., I-'.S.C , London, etc. 

If there is anythin]' that distinctively marks the medical era which 
closes with the 19th century, it is the profound revolution in Therapy. 
The former system which was adopted from the natural tendency of the 
human mind to rest in experimental, yes even empiric theory, based itself 
upon the direct action of remedial agents in diseases without any refer¬ 
ence to the action of such a remedv under the normal conditions of the 
organism This system recognized as the pathologic system in contra¬ 
distinction to the physiologic method necessarily calls for an infinity of 
therapeutic agents, each one of w hich acted, or was supposed to act, in¬ 
dependently of the others, to bring about a restoration of the normal 
function and even structure. 

As. however, bacteriologic science has demonstrated the most won¬ 
derful principle of direct physiologic antagonism to diseases as its germs 
lloat through the blood current, thus proving the possibility of the 
organism to destroy its own enemies, modern therapeutics has lined its 
forces to support this grandest of all principles of resistance to disease in 
general. 

We have: First, A condition of the organism which is entirely depend¬ 
ent upon the support or sustenance of organic elements and conditions. 
To this is relegated entirely those remedial agents which are active in 
the support of such tissues as can only receive nutriment from a previ¬ 
ously prepared substance. 

Second, We have a class of remedial agents that act by direct absorp¬ 
tion, being distinctly elements of the organism as such, going in and out 
unchanged. This class represents the full power of inorganic therapy. 
They need no digestion ; they require no physiological manipulation 
They are arranged so as to be in perfect rapport with the functional act¬ 
ivities of the organism, and produce their effect dr novo. 

Third, There are those agents which are distinctly absorbent in their 
character ; they change the specific gravity of the blood, and thus regul¬ 
ate its density or osmetic relation to nutrition and waste. How large a 
pathologic field this^covers will be readily discovered by the pr actical 
clinician.— ————■ I J ( e — -*— --— 1 

Now to meet these three great therapeutic principles physiologists 
and chemists have for the past decade bent their best efforts. It has 
been found, First, That there is a principle of peculiar power in the bean, 
which thoroughly supports the nerve and osseus organism, while at the 
same time it sustains and stimulates the general cellular activity of the 
body. In all tropic countries this has long been known and therapeutic¬ 
ally applied, although to this day they do not recognize the wide range 
of therapeutic power which this substance controls. The whole philos¬ 
ophy of its action lies in its vegetal albumen, and Dr. Victor Vaughan 
most certainly struck the key note of vegetal therapy in using for his 
nuclein the yeast product which is so closely assimilated to the organism. 



XX. PUBLISHER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Second, We have certain inorganic constituents, such as the phos¬ 
phates, which enter the organism directly, and perform their nutritive 
function passing out unchanged 

Third, There are saline constituents of the organism which resist 
the formation in the body of excessive waste They regulate the amount 
of urea discharged or formed, and control the balance of the waste and 
repair 

All of these principles have been met fully by the modern method 
of pharmacal science- the first in the extraction of Phaselin, the second 
in the chemical combination of Rlieumagon, and the third in the strong 
pliosphatic product, the triumph of modern chemistry, to which for 
some reason unknown to us the name Melachol has been given. Rut 
without doubt we have here the Trinity of Therapy 

This Trinity of Therapy to which we refer is distinctively repres¬ 
ented by the normal therapeutic agents which cover the physiologic 
division of the organism 

First, The Fibre Urcolar Tissue which is the ground work of the 
organism, upon which all of its structures are built. 

Second, The Nerve Tissue which controls the distribution of nutri¬ 
tion, and regulates the balance of function in the organism. 

Third, The Digestive Principles which furnish the material for struct¬ 
ure and the stimulus for function 

They are the necessary constituents or the Proximate Principle of 
the body, and without them it would starve, shrivel, decay and die As 
an example of this it is only necessary to refer to chloride of sodium, 
the deprivation of which would produce as certain death as a rifle ball 
through the heart It is, therefore, the province of therapy to prpvide 
proper a> d assimilable combinations of those inorganic materials. 


FOOD IN INFANCY. 

booking at the analyses of milk, it would seem that a small addition 
of water to cow’s milk, brings it down to human milk; while some con¬ 
tend for a small addition .of sugar. Nor need necessarily the sugar be 
cane sugar; a little maltose sugar is easily procurable as in Mellin’s Food 
for instance. The advantage of Maltose sugar, in whatever form, to the 
milk is, that maltose sugar rather undergoes lactic acid fermentation, 
while cane sugar undergoes acetous fermentation—and acetic acid is far 
more irritant than lactic acid, whether free or in combination with abase, 
[From Manual of Dietetics , J. Milner Fotherc.ii.i., M. I).] 


CAROID. 

This new rival in the field seems to come with many strong recom¬ 
mendations as to its efficiency. The marked points of suptemacy are 
outlined in a recent report of Prof. R. H. Chittenden of Yale, who asserts 
as a summary, that Caroid shows very much greater amylolytic power 
than other preparations of its class, and formerly asserted that they were 
superior to pepsin 

One fact is striking to the druggist and that is, it is comparatively 
cheap and costs only Jtr.25 an ounce. The new digestant will have a 
great success accorded it, as all who know its introducers, Charles Roome 
Parmele Co., appreciate the wisdom that guides it to the faith of the 
physician. 



